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colour-blindness are far easier to account for on the
subjective theory.

Maxwell has demonstrated by actual quantitative
experiments that (to use, for shortness, somewhat
technical language) any proposed colour may be
represented as a linear function of three standard
colours, thus placing the supposed triplicity of the
perception on a sound quantitative basis. Putting
this along with the strong arguments in favour of
the subjective theory, we have to seek for a triplicity
of sensation in our own organisation.

Microscopical examination has not hitherto found
anything in the eyes of mammals to indicate such a
triplicity. It is remarkable, however, that in the eyes
of birds and reptiles the rods and cones which form
a sort of mosaic work paving the retina on the side
remote from the centre of the eyeball, and which
appear to be the percipient organs, are armed on the
side towards the centre with coloured globules, which
stand like porters at the gate, and are mainly of three
colours, those of any one of the colours being pretty
equably distributed over the mosaic, though the three
are not all equally numerous. The precise office of
these is not known for certain, but it undoubtedly
seems as if they had relation to the stimulation of
three kinds of nerves, in proportions differing accord-
ing to the nature of the incident light.

It may pretty safely be assumed as an axiom that,
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